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D~cismaiiian D^ield DCatiiralists’ Club 


EASTER CAMP-OUT, 1910 


By E. A. ELLIOTT, Hon. Secretary. 


This clul) Ill-Ill its sixth aniuuil cani])- 
i.u' it tho SclMiiti-ns iluiiiiK t'l'i’ i'i’<T>'* 
lioliiUiV'. .\U uniiitl v-i-ri- ahiiai'il the Kiiii- 
i.oiikarrii ht niiilinsht. anil the ves.sel left 
the H'havf lit llohiirt a few iiiinutes jiast 
1’ ii'eloiik nil (In- nioiniiih nf Gniiil Fi-iilay, 
haviiiK on boaril 117 eamiiers. The lUiinher 
is a veeoiii one For an.v i>iivate tninii in 
Tasaianta, nnii it is believeil for any 
other iKirt. nf the C'oiiimninvealth. It cnin- 
priseil club nienilM-rs. nmf a gond niany 
nt n-ni:*inhers, siiitie of whom eaine frnni 
Northern Tasninnia. anil two i'roin Vie- 
tiiria. I’ivervnne expeeteil. and as a mat¬ 
ter nf fact dill enjoy a good time, partly 
beeausG the camp was to be held on t'lie 
Scliontens, partly heeansc the weather was 
warm and tine, iinil. further, because the 
trip was organisi-il by a club with a good 
name for Enstcr camps. 

The exact site of the camp was at .Mere¬ 
dith’s Fishery, on F’eyeinet Peiiiiisiila, 
the part of the East Coast iisimlly known 
as tho Rchouteii.s. a name given by Tas- 
iiiaii. Oyster Bav lies betwoeii Fieycinet 
Feiiiiisiila and ttie mainland, and Coleys 
Bay hs a small bay at it.s lieail, Meredith's 
Fishery being the name of one of tho 
beaches in Cole’s Bay. The nearost town- 
sirip to the cainii site is Swansea, about 
t'J miles on the other ride of Oyster Hay. 

Cole’.s Hay will shortly he coming into 
piominenc- in 'onn'-etion with tlie East 
Coast TiiiliistrioR Ciiiiiia.nv. which recently 
obtained an enabling .'.ct for the pnriio.si 
of constructing a railwn.v, manuracturing 
cement, working i-oal ;le;iosi1s at Hichemi, 
and other pni'iioses. The teiininnsof the 
coniiiany’s line and their wharves will be 
at Cole’s Hay. several miles above the 
camp. The lia.v forms a magniticent har- 
iKiiir, and, as well as a utilitarian, it pos¬ 
sesses a poetic aspect , 

'i'hc -.'ranil- hills, with their roniantiti 
antline and rieh enhaiiing. were a plea¬ 
sant clmnge to those who ai- acenslonied 
to the b.isalt, sandsti.in-s, and mudstones 
arottnd Iliihart. .Amongst the vegetation 
was seen tho gincefiil form of the 
O-ystor Hay nine, and the gra.ss tree or 
Hhick Ho.r tXantliorrhiea .\ustialis) was 
lery common. There are innumerable 
beaehes besides, soine small, whilst others 
are several miles lii length; some com- 


i.oseil of pure ()uart,5 sand, shining and as 
w bite as .snow, and others pink with pow'- 
di'i ed grains of giaiiite. All were delight- 
lul to' the eye. and were the seeiiCs of 
I ciiiy eai'i rtihie swi'.i.s ’Hie peninsula 
frimi Cole’s Hav to Schouteii Passage is 
ah.nit la mile.s hmg, and ahoiii. four miles 
ill loss at its widest, wiiile_ it has two 
necks about one mile in width, one be¬ 
tween t'ole’s and Sleepy Ha.vs, fftid the 
other ’oetween Hazard anil W iiieg.ass 
Hays. .Alt hough it is generally mpuu- 
taiiious. theii- is ii large flat on the isth¬ 
mus lietw'cen Ifajiml and WiiU'sbt,ss Hays, 
where there is a large lagoon of fresh 
water. 

The beach cho.seii foi the cainp was an 
old eanitnng ground of Ihc Eacl Coast 
'esiilcnts. ami the elnli itself held a canip 
there in IDilo, whin It) took part. It lies 
at the foot of hare granite fiills, and ifi 
shelteied Irom any Iniistcrous weather, 
tliouph a wcst'-rlv wind may make tli-3 
water a liltlo rongli. 

When the p.irly arrivi-d ahont 2 p.m. 
all Friila.v afternnon the wind happened 
lo ha blowing rather strongly from the 
I'ist, so tbat'the landing_ was carried out 
uiiilcr noire or less I'xcitiiig eonditions. 
At tile solillieni end of Ihc licacli there 
was a sheltcriil nook, ivhcre the lioats 
won- ciist'. beached, though the goods 
hall to be carried to the other end, 
where the conk’s qiiartcris were to be 
situated. Here was a large fireplace, and 
spaees .-le.ireii amongst the bushes, where 
iahlcs were pot up, and nreparations 
made fur the first enmp meal. 

The billies’ ip-aiters had been chosen a 
h’liidrod rtr below Iht* so ithern 

eiirl of Hit' iiUHliiig beach, anil on a slope 
whicli leaf’s il-Avn to a seroml boacli, 
alieie llu- ni.ijoritv ummI to swim each 
leornifiir aii»l eveniog. There were eleven 
te!tt< in :h.‘ la'li'.'s* ijuariers, and nhout: 

in Hie inerrs. so that the place had 
auite tile appearance of a little town. All 
'1*e afternoon and evening were 

spent in pnttin? the eamp in order, when 
all worked (dieertully and well, ami for 
‘cover'll hours flierc waf> more industry 
sliown than perhaps the place had seen 
r^inoe tho early days, when wiialeb were 
hrous'ht theio and tried down for oil; 




( 1 ) 1 * leniains of one of the “try-puU” still 
b"iii^ visjiblo uti llu‘ beach. 

liofore the cvcuins: of the first night 
nas far aihalircd most of the pal.y 
S( light the qiiiot of tlieir tents, and the 
f'lllrming morning made a.i early appear- 
iince, easting anxious I 'oks in the direc¬ 
tion of ill" cook's qiiarlers. Hona-ver. 
keen appetites had been provided tor, and 
after brcaklast everyone was more in a 
mood to express their delight at the bean- 
lif’il scerms around thein, 

Wliilst the steamer made an early 
start foi‘ ocean flitHiging with tlie more 
scientific inemhcrs, other parties weio 
preparing for lisiiiitg trips in the varimte 
boats bronglit up to the camp, or else 
for land exonrsions. lanat of the latter 
gning over the bills into Wineglass or 
I hoiiiii Hay. This is a ispot wliieli has 
ever lield the palm tor beaiitifnl seeiieiy 
in Tasmania, but, as it was the site of 
last year’s eaniji, any description now 
woi'.M be stipoiniioiis; sitfliee it to say 
that uriist- and iibiitographeis wme busy 
all till! tiiiie, and the only regret was 
that the tine parsed too ijiiickly. 

The next day saw very many on board 
the Knonnokarra ag.iii:, when they were 
conveyed to Il.izard liay, ready lor the 
ascent of Moint Freyeinct. \t least two 
parties made i'le asia-nt, others preler- 
riiig to remain upon the beach, or els" io 
go across the narrow neck to Wineglass 
I'ay. Othets went on to the fisbing 
grounds at Schoiiten Passage, whilst the 
steamer was again used for dredging. Two 

i laities reached the snniinit id .tio'iiif 
^revetnat, and when they saw the glnri- 
iiiis paiKirama they were indeed glad of 
having g.'ue. 

tin Faster Jfoiiday many stayed about 
the Camp, whilst otliers went to Scluniteii 
Island in the Kooiuiokarra; some to fish, 
(•tilers til sketch, hut iiiiist to stay about 
'ho benches there. Simrts were organici*d. 
and made the lime pass iileasantly and 
(imckly. tin arrival back at eaiiip it 
was lean.! that an aquatic cat nival had 
been held there. 

In the evenings largo camp socials we'v 
held around a ii ige fire on the bcaeh, 
and the reclining ligureis o? those there, 
and others ii, boats upon the water, made 
a most etVectiv'o scene. Some •■lomber,- of 
the Derwent liilantry Hand had hriiight 
then- instrnnmnts, and adihal largely to 
the enjoyiiioiit rt till-; part of I he ( imp 
life, w'lilst inaiiy t()()k jiart in the oongs 
and recitations during the eveniiigis. I)n 
bunday evening hymns and .saert-d .songs 
were sung. 

During the trip the fishing was fair, 
but not equal to that of previous trips. 
At one drag of the seine five or six dozen 
fioiinders were eiuight. and from the boats 
occasional perch and trnmpeter and a 


low eraefish were taken i wliil.-l Hatliead 
and nick-cdd were taken in iiunibers. 

Tint all good things must come to an 
( iid. and the iieiessit.v of pa-<-iug through 
tlie Fast Hay Neck Canal in daylight and 
with a high lidc iiecesisitated uii eaily 
start on 'I’liesday ninrning. Consequently 
all were on hoard at H a.in. Town was 
icacliod in good time, after an ei joyable 
royage. 

.\b a social function tlie camp was most 
siiece.ssful, but another aspect must be 
taken with legaid to a camp of natural¬ 
ists and it is therefore griilifyiiig to 
know that the scientific ri'siilt.s were more 
than bad been anlicipated. The loealitv 
of the camp site is undoubtedly sterile, 
and diiriiig the two previous ciimps the 
biilany had bei-n well worked up; notliing 
new was iiot(*d amongst the biid-life, ami 
the same red granite must ever roni.iiii 
tor til" study of the gisilogist; but little, 
if aii.i thing, had prf'vioiisly been known 
of the marine invertebrate life in that 
looi.lity. :iml dredging had theiefnre been 
made I 111 ' chief seiontific work of the triji. 
The results in this resiiect were excellent, 
some 1)0 species of s'hells new to Tas¬ 
mania were iibliiined, and abimt Ha of 
these are new to scienee; nllier splendid 
specimens (it very lare species were taken, 
as well as criislacca and other inverte- 
br.ile life. Harreti as the Peninsula is 
yet it finnis an iib'til national |iark, and 
the .sooner it is plnrisl under the control 
of ti'iisli'es the better it will be. \ 
mnniiial protection to game lins been 
given til this part, but a kangaroo snare 
fiitiiiil b.v one nf the cain|i members shows 
of wltav little use this is for any ]>racli- 
cal piirp(>sp. We have nii true national 
park in Tasmania; let us, therefore. S(‘- 
ciire the Schoiiteiis. 


DR DUO I xn OPE R ATI ().\S. 


(Ry C. T. Ilarrissoii.) 

On tlie moi'iiing: of March HU the s.s. 
Koonookurra left the Easter encampment 
nf the Kiel I Xafitnilists Club, in Cole's 
Dav. Fieyeinet I’emnsiila, with a small, 
fait iiitercsled, party on bnard, bent on 
secin'g 'vb.e.t could be lickisl up irom as 
'..■inch of tl'.e floor of the Tasman Sea as 
lime and the gear on board (provided for 
tlio 1 'iirp‘ise b.v Mr. W. I.. May, of Sanil- 
i'onl’ would enable I hem to sweep. 

Whet; we stiMiiied thn.itgli (he Schoiiten 
Passage all was In readiness for the day’s 
work. The ill edge line. HlK) fill horns 
(l.HIKI fecli 111 pliant steel wife ri.pe, not 
i.s thick as an urdiimry lend pencil, vet 
with a breaking strain of I.yiilllb., was 
wound upon the steam winch. From there 
the line “led" through liioeks to the end 
of the long deirick, which, on ordinary 




GETTING READY FOR DINNER. 




SCENE ON THE BEACH. 






A QUIET CORNER. 
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TKK HEACH, COLE’S BAY. 





(VPiisions. vn^ used foi- lioi'^tiii^ cai'so 
Iroiu the forpluilii; but on tliw ocPii.sitiii 
was to Iip iisaii for tlia (liciljfing. This 
not oiilv allovveil the dredge line to he 
towed '‘U-ar of the steamer, hut also en¬ 
abled us lo have ll'.e heavy-loaded dredKe 
lu isted up above the bulwarks, and low¬ 
ered on to tlie fore deek wilhoul any un¬ 
due exertion on our part. The deep sea 
liiedge was shii’-kleo on with a swivel to 
prevent the line from twisting up. this 
ilredoe differed greatly from the ordinary 
idea of dredges.’ It is a eoiiieal affair, a 
taperiii" roitnj iron hiiekei, aboii! lift, 
long, and ahouf tUt. aeross (he mouth (or 
bro.id emit, laperin|r down to a point at 
the bottom and iiarfly--tlneed in front 
with a broad rim. secured itr,place with 
three bolts and nuls. Tlii.s ve^ueed the 
(])eiiii,g hy a halt, preventing tlm .sand 
,Mid (lebris from wasliiiig out again; To 
tlie lower i nil of this, like tlie tail to a 
kite was fastened a small dredge of the 
usual (mttern at the end of Ihil. or .rOft> 
<,f rope, and finally a "lib. weight was 
iastenetl to the wire rojie in front of 
tile hiieket dredge to make it "liite.” 

The deeji-sea soiiiuliiig line was wound 
np readv, the liollow at llie liottom of the 
great l''ad'->.i sinker filied witli soap to 
filing up a "sample” of tlie sea lloor 
i'x'ear by were tlie sieves, and the round 
galMniispii non tiih. partly filled with 
water, ready for sitting the sand bro iglit 
up. Nor must mention he omilled ot tlir 
array of lioxes and tins and sperimeii 
jais' , 

"More than two miles out; lets try 
l eri” Tlie engines were stoiiped, reveis- 
(sl tV cheel: th..' vessel’s "way." the little 
dredge thrown over, and the line paiil 
out. ‘ Then the elatter of the steam 
wiiieh, .uid over went the bucket dredge 
too. and, ballasted by the small dredge 
hanging tram its lower end, lloated aw.i.‘,‘ 
l.noyintlv astern. vigorous tu.g on tile 
line siiamnel it, and away the two 
dredges vent nii tlieir mission below, the 
ves-el, ill "aplain If. llolyman's able 
hands, "haeking" or going ahead, as neeii- 
f*iori .NToitiiu hile Vftniiilcers 

(g*»r( nilly tbf sUipper) “h jvf tho loi.d.” 
Hnt ill Mitil' water. ihj lioavy 

>iiik(*r. il would soinotiiiies trail away 
astern, u-^eles^i as ah inrli'-ation of Itie 
(iepth. Tliei. it woulrl be liaulod up. and 
a more .suecessful “ea-«t’' innile. on tluH 
ocraf.inii }»i\iii!^ us -lO fathouis. widi u 
‘‘eniallv’' bottor:. Then we waifr-d. 
walehiiijt tbe thin taut line stretahiiig 
frnrp tbe de'^vicli i>\'(*rliea<l ii> tbe sen a^- 
tc'fii, and the Kooni'i.kiina rolled bisiiiy 
iiloiig. broadsiilo (Ui to tlie sea. drifting 
quite fa-^t enough for the work without 
avsi'tanro trun llu* seriw. 

il wao a heautifully fine <hiy. with a 
light ^vi\ l)rc-o::o from the soutli. and 
enougli r.ill to convince us that we won* 
really "on the <.»pou sea," and to make 


•iome of us iimvomfoi taiile too. The line 
of j»rat-ne coast liortt- and sooth ol us. 
brolvon and rugged, wais both grand and 
beautiful, with the clear sky overhead, 
a’td lliat beautiful bine sea .at the toot 
of the led-br-iwn granite eliff.s. 

iiut it’s time to liave the dredges up— 
and the steam-winca clattemj noisily, 
winding in rne long length of line; while 
Wf. walclied 'in a cloud of -steam) for the 
dredge, it a]rpea!‘S at last, and is hoisted 
aiKkvo the level of the bulwarks. Some 
,iho catches at the i'ottom rope, sending 
a gallon ui- two of water, splashing down 
o'l us from the tilled bucket. (And I may 
icmark after that little experience, we 
were more caretul how wo cauglit it.i The 
Im -kot dredge ivas guided in, lowered, 
and .stood against th-* bulwarks. It was 
two-tbirds lull of sand; but before we at¬ 
tended to that, the little dredge (hanging 
fr(‘m the bucket dredget bad to be got in. 
\ViIling baiid.^. hauling oii the r<>pu. soon 
brrmghi n in sight, >.'itli its trail of sand 
behind, for the stuff in this dredge gets 
practTiuilly sifted in I’-s long passage from 
tiie riepths below, the majority of the 
sand getting washed out throngli the 
meshes of flie net, nnd as we lift it over 
the bnlaarks a criistacean will be seen, 
or the long arms of sc.me cuHoii'i creature 
a! rhestar-fidi fan.il>, struggling from 
the debris of fiagmeiitarv conil and 
uioken shells. The dredge is iminediutely 
(‘iiipfied on to the rleek, and eager bands 
.-^(•ize the variou* treasures, each man. fol- 
lowuig his own "lino." taking that which 
flea>etb him best. .\nd the circle, clus- 
rer(‘d over tha”: little liean of wet sand 
.ind “i-ubbi.-h." had eyes ‘nr noibing else, 
until till* "b.iiiV was nicked over! 

Then tlie bucket-dredge l■ecei\ed its 
slinie of attention, 'rbe wrench was pro- 
cHueil. the (lirec nuts unscieved. allowing 
tlje inner nm to be rmioved, tlie dredge 
"up-ended," and The «ind deposited in a 
heap on deck. .\ shoved, borrowed from 
tin- engine-iaom. passed the sand into the 
sieve, to lies^'ted out in the tub of water, 
and although at first it would appear to 
b‘ alino.st ^‘clcaii" ^aiul. yet the siftings 
were, of course, the s-aine as brought np 
)),v the other dredge n ninly fragmentary 
I’olyzoa mix •(! with shells. 'Phe design 
ol the bucket-dredge was to scoop up a 
Thin slice i»f the sea-floor, and so secure 
stjcciniens that biniow, as well as the 
more oi^inary iiiliabitaiifs of the bottom 
of tlie sea. Tlie siftings in cneb sieve 
would be picked over roughly; then, if 
llnuight wurthv another examination, 
would bo bagged, nnd labelled at what 
depth taken. propoition of the losiclue, 
the sediment in the iKttom of the tub, 
nas sifted again, (his time through a fine 
hair ^ie\e, and the finer siftings also hag¬ 
gl’d ami la!b(‘l!ed. to yield minute species 
Ol rhells to fill lire searching 
While the dredged material ivas being 


disposed of th\is, flio Kooiiookarra had 
liei luni, and steaiaed steadily siawaiil. 
Ttip Ret'ond draj was tried when we had 
marly doubled our distance from the 
•bore', and the "lead” showed an extia 
ten talhoins of watei ; the farthest ilra ;4 
was attempted at an esUmated distance of 
Id iniles off shore, lint Tasmaniii must 
hjive "tilted" suddenly, for with all onrllOi) 
fathoms of line out, the depth there was 
too great for out dredges to "bite.” Even 
t.'C little dredge bihin.!—with the weight 
o the biieke! dredge in front to give it 
every elinnee- eaiiie up pni|)ty i The only 
tl. ng taken was a delirnte I'ink-eolonred 
saliii, eight or nine inches long, lying 
aeioss the handle of the first dredge, and 
that fell overboard before Ihe dredge 
eonid be secured; but after desperate ex- 
erlioe.s, and with Ihe aid of a long boat¬ 
hook, was “resetied" fiom the deep! 

This was to have been onr last drag, 
but the skipiH'r had not the heart to take 
11 , back '.vitiioiit one drag at the limit of 
our line, .so alioni a eoiiple of miles fur¬ 
ther in the engines were stopped, and ive 
tiled again with nioie siiceess. tlie lead 
line giving a little over !)0 fathoms. 

The afternoon was getting on. It was 
a good steam b.iek lo Cole’s Hay, with ii 
couple of fishing iiarties to he picked lip 
at Schoiirc-n Island. So we had to go— 
and went with mixed feeiiiigs of regret 
•it having been able to explore so I ttle 
in that de-per w.ator (.lOI to GIM) tecti 
yet with pleasurable aiitieipations 'f 
sinoot.h water and a steady (leek on tlia 
sheltered side of the Peninsula, wliic'i 
was rather nttia-live alter five lioins 
“oiilsi.Ie." 

'Vben passing again thioiigh tlie 
rtchniiteii passage the deep-sea bucket 
dredge was iinsbnckled, and the large 
dredge sliackled nil ill its plaee. and 
w- eie the ebaiiliel broadened out, aim 
• he sounding line gave 17 fathoiiis, it was 
seat over for a try: for in sucli iiarrnii 
viiters, where the tide rims strnngiv. 
rich hauls arc snmotiiues to be obtained. 
Put it bad not been towing iiinn 
minutes wlien ibe Ian; lint suddei.it 
"gave,” and diiiggi'd limply bebind. The 
diedge had eaiiglit npoii sonie obstriietiim 
below, and the steel-wire rope smippcd ' 
We could onl.v wind in the line, and. 
perfnice, leave the dredge, perhaps *er 
some future unohor to entch in and bring 
again to the surface. 

tinly once before, 1 believe, have th.» 
Tasmanian wnteis been dredged to the 
deuths reached by the Field Xatnralists’ 
rarty on Mareh 26, iind that was on 
N'essrs. May and lledley's memorahle trip 
off Cape Pillar, ahont three years ago 
ITpon this oceasion the intention was to 
test the range and ilistriliiition of the 
.arioiis species in the deepening wafers, 
and for that reason the successive drags 
were tried at -III, .iO, Cl) fathoms, and so 


on: but one short day’s work was alto- 
geti.er insutticient tor such a ta.sk. One 
-hurt drag, scooping a width less than 
2It. widf‘- and that only for a short dis- 
ta;fc-at each HI tallioms’ depth, was 
altogether inaihsinate to show what was 
really there. Some indieation of r*))'"’’ 
mi.s obtaineil, bat we can only say "This 
was drciigcd at -HI fathoms, and no speci¬ 
men obtained at 1)0 tarhoms. _ Hut with 
olilv one drag at i ach depth it could not 
),(, asserted ihiil any i)arlicnhir species 
did Titd extend lo dypli'is in which _we 
got no ■.peciineii of it. If a suhsid. 
could be obtained, a small steamer cliart 
(■red. and a week dcioted to systi’inatic 
dredging, really iiselul and inosl interest¬ 
ing work could be done, and a good idea 
oIdai)ied of tbe dis*ributioii. etc., of the 
different stieeies, molltisea, Crustacea, iind 
ofier life. olV onr Sontliein Tiismaniii'i 
ennst. 

Tlie bottom diag'ged on tbe 26th of 
'Marcli was sandy, covered wiWi debris oi 
'■rokeii nolyzca.'biit anpiirenlly not ver; 
iilentirnlly strewn with sbells, the most 
mail rial being brniigbt np from between 
to and rdl fnllioms. .\s the sea deepijne'l 
the sen-floor 1 ('camo a softer. less deented 
sand, until at 30 fathoms it was alniost 
a muddy ela.i in a(ipearnnee, still mixed 
with t ie same tnnken pnlyzna and shells. 
Pare and inler(‘slitig specimens of nvanv 
i'epp-'vater moltiisca w(*re obtained tty 
lielagie t’teiopoda. sliells that arc liteial¬ 
ly "a child of the wandering sens, own¬ 
ing II 1 enastliiie with its resti’iiining laiige 
cf denth. I >iic of these (('avolina trispiu- 
(•-ai was inns)' notieiaibh' from its peciiluu’ 
shape, having a stout siiike on eirhe" 
siile, and then tapeiing off to ii long tail. 
There were laiga eli iii-while Hrachiopods 
llam- shells), deep-water .Maiginella.s 
(familiarly known lo childreii as ‘‘wBieat 
grcins’’i. and a Triton, the fii-st .spec mmi 

r. ^^a.v iin-j alive. Tii a<l(U- 

Mnn lo tlw' more rare dePT)-\vater mnl- 
Inups were fine RDeeiioetis of more ordi¬ 
nary siMTirs, turrliellaH, etc.; but a 
most noticeable feature was tbe pro 
\ab*ncf' of pmill spee’e«. Xot one lar^e 
or even luediuni-sized shell was dredse 1 
’bat <uv The b^rqjesl I lemeinber was 
a deatl *iT>ooinu'n of a yoan^r volute— 
pupareatiy V. prpilosa. 

The same roinnrlv applies to t:be Crusta¬ 
cea- There wa'* TV’t a single lar^e oue 
taieii. alil)')n;»b tbe iinlividnal creatures 
se'-ured iiiav he ^nial speciniei:s of tb^iT* 
•^jirtimlar £»enera; the {Treat majority 
*nVen h^doiiu; to the division Anornoura. 

I ohstev-likr <tj»latlu*i<la (melius Muniila' 
\ve’’e plentiful hel ween 10 and HO fathoms. 
Pri-Tht red Uermil crabs, with peacock- 
blue eves (f’vo species of tlte family 
PajjiindaO were verv numerous; indeed, 
their number apneared to be only limited 
by tbe nuinboT of uiin alve sbells available 
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for lulI)italion^. For tnoiy dead sliell, ap¬ 
parently, >v'as tenantetl however unsuit¬ 
able it appealed to he. Lon^^ turritellas 
(Cleopatra^ needles) would have their 
small mouth filled by a crab that was 
quite unequal to the task of dragging such 
a massive liome about. One small shell 
t liave really requires a lens to show the 
tiny claws of the little tenant within. One 
Pagurid was considerably larger than the 
rest, for it v\as the nroinl posse>Mjr of the 
largest djell drevlgen. the afore-mentioned 
volute! Of tae crai>s (proper) only two 
sqxH'iincns were taken--or imire coi reefly. 
a small sj^eeimen of the spider crab, and 
the inaiigifsl lemnins of anotlier. oif an 
allied speeies. From 9i> fathoms three 
sliiimps weie i>rought no. representing 
two genera of the family Caridea, of sott 
delicate texture, and looking frail little 
( reattire*, to staiul the pressure of between 
■)00 and dOO feet of water! 

Of th.‘ sc'.'isi!c-eve<l rriistaeea, there 
weie m.in.v >ppcnneMs of the two great 
liihes of the Isopoda ami Amphipoda, 
many if the laflei most iiotieeablo frojn 
tiuir <leep eri.nsoii colour. 

C’onspii'U ms, ((h), amongst tlie oI)ie<q.'> 
dredged in deep water, were a fe v 

specimen^ o. ‘Nolitaiy ■.•oral” (Flabellmu 
Aiistralei. It apparently grows from a 
slender sumi, is tan-shaped, the two si<|es 
of toe fail a little ai)nrt, smootli and hard 
on rlie outside, but semi-(ianspareiil. 
'Hu* spay* between the two gaping sides, 
filled "'ith thin transpaieiit, transverse 
“pleats.*' ilia» resemble in shape the 
hymenium of a musliroi m. 'I’he largest 
ol/tairuul was a living specimen, tlu'-e-* 
inches spread of fan. rnuuly an incii 
“gape, ’ and ( ver two inches higli. 

The second ilay’s (hedging (or rather 
the part of a day available at‘t('r landing 
excursions) was to have Iumui devoted to 
()\sf(‘r hay. But having’ to go to the 
Schouten I’assage with fishing parties, 
the tempfalion to go ‘‘outsi<le.’’ and try 
tlie -l-tl-fathoin ground again, was f )0 
great to be re-ivfod. \\'i‘ shuimeJ out, 
ami had loiir or five drags shortly after 
•luon. Till* result was scar-.udv what we 
cxi>.‘cted. For (except in the sliells) tliera 
was an nnhiokel lor sameness, so tliat 
these collecting other forms of life added 
iitth' T(j wIm; was taken ou tlie first day. 

S.earning back through the Passage, a 
'•(iU)de of dtag- vv('re tried iu*.idc. Thts 
Time, tliough, we look can* to j)ass well 
beynnd the granite eountry, ami did not 
lower (he dii*dg<*.- until we had on either 
liand the sedimentary rocks that form the 
west .side of Schouten Island, and the op¬ 
posite shore of the Peniiii^nla. Here we 
.'('It the loss of the large dredge, lost the 
precious day With it we should liave 
secured a great haul, for the little dredge 
came up full. If there were not many 
shells, there was an abundance of other 


iite-crai)s, sea-eggs, sea cucumbers, r^ea- 
quirts—all suits of creatures, mixed with 
the rubbisli, small stones, etc. There 
were large velvety brown crabis (Diomidre, 
two species', some of whom, not content 
witl: their natural coat of thick, close 
hair, wore aNo a mantle of sponge, shap¬ 
ed to fit the crab’s bocly, and held in 
position with the last pair of legs. Spiiler 
craiis (Meiinea, three species), so loaded 
with weed, sponge, and sand, that, t^eerr 
from ai)ove. they could scarcely he recog- 
nise(t as crabs. Portunnidie, red active 
lelli'ws; hermit crul's, as on the ocean 
.side of the Peninsula; but here, larger 
specimens were taken, inliahiting old 
whelk Kh“lls. 

Nor will 1 omit to mention an oyster 
• hat wa^i brought up- an oyster of truly 
(!ol)l.* (iroportions—which was presented 
to tlie captain, who had helped us so 
well and which was (he declared) the 
fii-st oyster he had ever encountered too 
large to be disposed of in one mouthful. 

^fr. W. L. Afay. tlie well-known con- 
(■iioio"i-t, }i t '• wa'ued (he follnwuig c ui- 
cise venort of the mollusca taken, aft?’' 
the dredgings had been picked over amt 
the shells classified: — 

T);clgiug utV .^chuutdi Ireland, in -tl) 
ai'd fathoms of water, respectively t 
and 10 miles out. ‘ifi 3 11)10. 

't'lu* total take * f nollnsca amounts to 
> 'Uie 200 «necips. ()i‘ these ai)OUl fiO have 
not previously been known in Tasmania: 
about half of the-e again have been 
identified a** desoibed snetuh's, leaving 
some 25 unidentified, most of which a^e 
orobablv new to science, Besidf's the 
new species, -oine very tare species were 
taken, several of whieh had only been 
f.rc\'»oolv l-'nortii !i' (U'c nr two speu- 
mens. moncst these, living speeimeim 
were taken of Septa petnlai’S ('Frilon) amt 
Cvmalinm kamnylu iTriton), previons'v 
onlv known dead. Amongst those new 
to 'I’asmania were a fine *^slit-linvot” 
(Kmarginiila 'Unerba). a species which i- 
onlv surpassed in the genus bv two o- 
three spiudes in tlie world. One speci- 
men is larger than I he tvpe which wa« 
dredged in ODO faMioms olf Svdney. and 
was. 1 believe, hilherto u''ique. Thr?*' 
speeies of Triphora lately described fro ’i 
oil \deiajde. S..N-. were ta!v‘'n. They 
-'Mail }>i>iiited sliells, usually lu'versed. 
viz., wound 111 ) in fl.e otjposite direction 
t-i most sludls. 'I’be grea*- family of 
M'lrginellas nuis strouglv represented by 
jili'Uit 20 spc'ies. seveial of which liti'T 
ii*»t tin'viouslv been seen. 'I’asmaiiia ks 
wi.ndertnlh rich in Miis heuutiful little 
L-enus, and tliev occur in all depths from 
between tules down to BU) fathoms, sotne 
s’Hsues b( ing confined to very shallow 
watec. oMiC's to the deeper, and some- 
iiaving a wide range in df^pth. 


20 


Among bivalvps a very fine siicoies ■ f 
Cuspidai'in occuired This is a form 
with a long rostrum or beak, and must 
be one of the very finest known. So far, 
it IS unidentified. In the Scdiouten Pas¬ 
sage a numher of .stieeies of Lucina—3/. 
orassilirata—were taken. It l'.as strong 
concentric ridges, crosseil in tlie intcr- 
-lices by disPnct liriic. 

Six species of lirarliiopods (lamp shells) 
were taken, two of them new to us. One 
is a beautiful species, thin and almost 
tiaiisparont. It is Terebratnla wyvjllei, 
and the type was dredged by' the Chal¬ 
lenger otl Valparaiso in over 
laiiioms. It has lately been taken in 
bouth .\nstralia. 

Of Pteropods—pelagic mollusca—about 
six or seven speciev. occurred, being the 
dead shells that had sunk to the sea floor. 


Two of these have not previously been 
recorded for Tasmania; in fact, until 
recent dredging off ('ape Pillar the whole 
order was inknown here. These thin, 
glassy shells take very nmismal forms, 
some 'being like lamp gla.sses, while oth¬ 
ers have three sharp spines, giving them 
a triangular form. 

'these researches go to prove more and 
more the wide distribution of species on 
our .Vusfinliai; ‘continental shelf," which 
extends from noith of Sydney right 
round southern Australia, including 'ias- 
mania. This shelf is hounded by the ICO 
fathom line, after which iiciully the de¬ 
scent IS r'apid to vei'y great deptlis. Many 
of the species taken have also been dredg¬ 
ed in similar depths by Hr. Verco off .\de- 
laide. and Charles lledly off Sydney'. Of 
ooui'~e. a percentage will he found pe- 
cabar to each distinct locality. 
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